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thieves of tossing up a handful of mixed objects,
which the boys must observe at a glance and name.
The same may be done in a better and a different
way when the teacher is on one side of a screen and
tosses the articles up in the air. It is also a good
exercise when a number of round objects, all alike,
such as apples or balls, are rolled from one side of a
door so as to disappear on the other, in one room,
while the observers on the other are obliged to count
them while rolling. Better still is the game of Morra,
which may be best learned of any Italian, but which
consists of two throwing out any number of fingers
simultaneously, each player crying out as rapidly as
he can the number cast by the other. These are
simply elementaiy exercises, but they are of great
avail to awaken simple quickness of observation; of
such efficacy indeed that by their means the dullest
and most sluggish boys may be made in certain
directions and to certain degrees wideawake as foxes,
or as the thieves call it " fly." These exercises are
simply optical, and excite at first only visual observa-
tion. This however is a great deal. A dull child
who has been made clever, though ever so little, m
any way, has made a beginning which can with
deliberate care be increased to a remarkable extent.
A step beyond this is the measuring distances by eye,
which I learned when I was in an artillery company
during the Emancipation or Rebellion. A stake is
planted at a certain distance from a given point, and
all the company are required to guess the number
of yards or feet from one to the other. In a short
time young men develop extraordinary proficiency in
thus ascertaining distances, and it is of advantage in